
A better way to use Windows 8

Å Learn the Key Features of RetroUI Pro

Å Learning to Use the Start Menu

Å Using TabletViewË

Å Take Charge with EnforceË

Å Configure RetroUI



Learn the Key Features of RetroUI Pro

A better way to use Windows 8



Å Return to the classic desktop at login

ÅAdd the Start Button back to your classic desktop

ÅAdd the Start Menu back to the classic desktop

Å Integrates Metro features into the Start Menu, making Windows 8 easier

ÅEasily Pin Favorites to the Start Menu and TabletView

ÅUse TabletViewË to organize and open your favorite things

ÅEnforceË - Make Metro play nice, within the bounds of the classic 

desktop

ÅScale, Size & Position Metro Apps on the classic desktop

ÅMakes Windows 8 easier with Hotkeys to do common things

RetroUIË - A better way to use Windows 8



RetroUI is designed to make Windows 8 easier and more fun to use.

Å RetroUI allows you to skip over the Windows 8 Start Screen whenever you 
login.

Å RetroUI brings back the Start Button and Start Menu, and adds powerful 
features that allow you to use the Metro features of Windows 8 easier, 
launch Metro Apps and easily pin your favorite websites too.

Å You can also use the Windows Key on the keyboard [ğ] to open and close 
the RetroUI Start Menu.

Å RetroUI also allows you to take charge of Windows 8 and force the Metro 
Start Screen and Metro Apps to run in resizable windows on the Windows 
desktop.

Å RetroUI features patent-pending technology we call EnforceË.  With it, 
Windows 8 Store Apps are automatically resized.  You can now move them 
around on your screen, and by pressing [F12] on the keyboard you can 
switch them back and forth from full -screen to windowed Apps with a 
single click on the keyboard.

Key Features of RetroUI ðOverview



In Windows 8, the Metro Start Screen takes over your entire screen.
Å This can cause users to be confused, because Hot corners and the Charms bar are hidden.

Key Features of RetroUI ðSkip the Start Screen



RetroUI, returns you to the classic Windows desktop after you login.
Å After Login you should see the classic Windows desktop.

Key Features of RetroUI ðSkip the Start Screen



RetroUI, returns the Start Button as a toolbar.
Å If the Start Button isnõt on your screen, you can right click the Taskbar at the bottom 

of the screen, select Toolbars, then select RetroUI Start Button.  Your Start Button is 

Back!

Key Features of RetroUI ðBring Back the Start Button



You now see the Start Button and the RetroUI TabletView icons in your Toolbar
Å Click the RetroUI logo in the lower left to open the Start Menu

Å Advanced Tip ðThis icon can be customized with the RetroUI settings application.

Key Features of RetroUI ðStart Button and TabletView



Key Features of the Start Menu

A better way to use Windows 8



Clicking the Start Button you see the RetroUI Start Menu
Å The Start Menu is easy to use, and has lots of great features that make Windows 8 easier.

Key Features of the Start Menu



Using the Windows Key on the keyboard.
Å The Windows Key on the keyboard can be used to open/close the RetroUI Pro Start Menu.

Å By simply pressing this key on the keyboard you will be returned to the classic desktop from the 

Start screen or when a Windows 8 Store (Metro) App is running.

Key Features of the Start Menu



Two simple ways to return to the Windows 8 (Metro) Start Screen:
Å Click the return to Start Screen (Metro) icon in the RetroUI Start Menu

Å Or you can also press the Ctrl key and the Esc key on your keyboard

Key Features of the Start Menu

+

OR



Key Features of the Start Menu

When you use a mouse, a scrollbar appears, allowing you to scroll through your favorites
Å Move your mouse over the icons on the left, and use the scroll wheel to scroll the list up and down.

Å Pinning your favorite things to the Start Menu is easy



Key Features of the Start Menu

Now, click Programs, then click Accessories.  You will see that you can pin any application 

by clicking the pin icon on the right side of the program
Å Once items are pinned, they are visible as favorites, and also in TabletView.



Key Features of the Start Menu

.

Now, move your mouse to the favorites (icons on the left) then right click. This puts favorites 

into edit -mode.  Now you can drag & drop to arrange your favorites the way you want them
Å You can also click the un-pin icon to un-pin. Un-pinning removes the icon from favorites AND TabletView.



Key Features of the Start Menu

You can also pin your favorite websites.  Click ôProgramsõ, then ôWeb Favoritesõ, find some of 

your favorite websites and click the pin icon to pin them to your favorites and to TabletView
Å After these are pinned, they appear at the top of your favorites ðremember right click to organize them.



Key Features of the Start Menu

You can also pin Windows 8 Store Apps (Metro Apps).  Click ôProgramsõ, then ôWindows 8 

Metro Appsõ, find some of your favorite Metro Apps and pin them
Å Advanced Note: To access Metro Apps other than the default apps, select ôAll Metro Appsõ



Key Features of the Start Menu

Power users can pin any feature of the Win-X menu to do things such as open an Admin 

Command Prompt, open Control Panel, and many other powerful features
Å Select; Programs, Thinix, Win-X Menu, and Pin your favorite Win-X tools.



Key Features of the Start Menu

Metro Features are integrated into the Start Menu
Å Click to open Task Switcher, Search, Return to Metro, or open the Charms Bar



Key Features of the Start Menu

Access any running Windows or Metro App with Task Switcher
Å The Task Switcher icon in the Start Menu allows quick access to any classic or Metro App!



Key Features of the Start Menu

Shutdown is now simple, with Shutdown options in the RetroUI Start Menu
Å Advanced Note: These items respect the Windows registry settings, i.e. if sleep was disabled it wouldnõt be 

shown



Understanding TabletView

A better way to use Windows 8



RetroUI TabletViewË - Launch anything with a single click

Å Once you pin your favorite things using the Start menu, you can use 

TabletView to organize your favorite things:

ÅMy Computer, Documents, Music, Videos, etc.

Å Classic Windows applications

ÅMetro Applications

Å Your favorite Websites

Å These powerful features allow you to be far more efficient and not need to 

bounce back-and-forth between the classic desktop and the Windows 8 

Start Screen.  Saving time and making Windows 8 far easier and more 

efficient.

Understanding TabletView



Understanding TabletView

Get started with TabletView by clicking the TabletView icon in the taskbar
Å If you donõt see a TabletView icon in your taskbar, it hasnõt been enabled ðsee the next slide.



Understanding TabletView

You can also open TabletView by clicking the TabletView icon in the Start Menu
Å Note: This is how you open it if the TabletView icon is disabled in the Taskbar.



Understanding TabletView

When you first open TabletView you see your favorite things but they may be disorganized
Å You can right click anywhere in TabletView to start organizing.



Understanding TabletView

After you right click, you are in edit -mode.  Start by hitting the ôAdd Blankõ icon at the bottom 

of the screen, add a dozen or so blanks to get started
Å Hint, you need to chase the Add-blank button around while adding blanks .



Understanding TabletView

After you have added some blanks to your layout. You can drag and drop your pinned

Favorites the way you like them
Å Hint, you may want to organize your favorites into groups of icons that do similar things.



Understanding TabletView

Try dragging some blanks in between groups of related items to get started
Å It takes a few minutes to get things right, but have some patience, it takes a bit of practice.



Understanding TabletView

If you see any duplicates or other items you do not need in your layout, simply un-pin them
Å Advanced Users: duplicates can result from inheritance during the initial setup



Understanding TabletView

To see how the final view looks, you can right click again to turn off edit mode
Å Hint ðthis sort-order can be ôlockedõ by running the Settings application.  Also note that this sort-order is 

independent of the sort order of your favorites in the Start Menu ðallowing you to arrange each view 

separately.



Take Charge with EnforceË

A better way to use Windows 8



Take Charge with Enforce

RetroUI EnforceË - Make Windows 8 Play Nice

Å With Enforce running, the Windows 8 Start Screen to run within the classic 

Windows desktop.  It brings back the Taskbar and the Start Button - this 

makes using Windows 8 far easier, and more efficient.

Å Windows 8 Store Apps (Metro Apps) are resized and run within resizable 

windows on the classic desktop.

Å Because of the way that Windows 8 works, you cannot multitask or switch 

between a windowed Metro App and a classic Windows program, but 

there is still a lot of efficiency gained by allowing Metro Apps to be resized 

ðparticularly on high -resolution desktop monitors.

Å There are several function keys built- in to Enforce that make using 

Windows 8 easier.



Take Charge with Enforce

The Windows 8 Start Screen without Enforce running
Å Users who have used Windows for years, are confused because of the hidden hot-corners and charms bar.



Take Charge with Enforce

Introducing Enforce ðThe game has just changed!
Å With Enforce running the Taskbar, and StartMenuË icons are revealed.



Take Charge with Enforce

Enforce, is flexible and dynamic!
Å With Enforce ðyou can have your Taskbar on any side of the display and the Windows 8 Start Screen is 

sized accordingly.  Here we see the taskbar moved to the right side of the screen.



Take Charge with Enforce

Open your favorite Windows 8 Store (Metro) App
Å Enforce will resize it, and give you an icon to suspend the App in the upper right corner of the window



Take Charge with Enforce

You can now resize and reposition your Metro Apps on the classic desktop
Å Advanced users: Not all Metro Apps can be resized.  Enforce includes technology to detect and exclude 

non-resizable Metro apps, from being resized whenever they are launched


